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The Poverty Reduction, Local Governance, Conflict Prevention and Recovery Portfolio is one of
the three major focus areas governing the operational activities of UNDP Lebanon.

UNDP's support in the area of poverty reduction focuses on policy and operational support. At
the upstream level, UNDP provides policy advice for the development of national policies for
social development and poverty reduction, in addition to building the country statistical
database for poverty measurement and monitoring. At the downstream level, UNDP supports
the implementation of local development/ local governance initiatives in four poorest areas of
the country, including Southern Lebanon, the Bekaa, North Lebanon and Beirut Southern
Suburbs.

Support to National Poverty Reduction Policies, CPR & Partnerships

Poverty is a serious problem in Lebanon despite some apparent improvement in the last decade.
Poverty estimates place extreme poverty at 8 per cent of the Lebanese population in 2005. This
implies that almost 300 thousand individuals in Lebanon are unable to meet their food and non
food basic needs. There is a huge disparity in the distribution of poverty with a heavy
concentration in certain regions. Hermel, Baalbeck and Akkar witness the highest poverty rates
whereas it goes down to 0.7 percent in Beirut.

UNDP’s work in Poverty Reduction is governed by internationally agreed frameworks, including
the Millennium Development Goals. UNDP Lebanon supports the attainment of the MDGs,
increasing balanced regional development, and promoting inclusive growth. A cross-cutting
theme in the portfolio is conflict prevention, reconciliation, and recovery.

o The Capacity Building for Poverty Reduction project is executed by the Ministry of Social
Affairs. It acts as the advisory unit for the Ministry, elaborating a baseline database for
poverty monitoring, supporting reforms in the Ministry, and supporting the implementation
of the Social action Plan. Based on the results of the MPS, the project elaborated a poverty
line and profile, and highlighted inequality through the Mapping of Living Conditions. These
are used for social development policy setting by the Government.

e  Support to the achievement of the MDG through MDG monitoring (the production of the
first and second MDG Reports), reflecting Lebanon’s progress in the achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals. UNDP also implemented a pilot for localizing the MDGs in



the Chouf Area. The project supports the elaboration of an MDG costing to define the
resource gaps in the achievement of the MDGs, as well as developing sectoral strategies for
advancing the MDG agenda.

Support to CSOs: UNDP initiated many activities and joint ventures with the Civil Society
Organizations. CSOs are partners in the advocacy for the MDGs in the country, holding
together regional and national conferences to support the achievement of the MDGs. UNDP
manages the NGO Resource and Training Unit that develops CSO capacity and promotes
good internal governance

The Peace Building & Conflict Prevention project aims at creating positive peace by
addressing the core problems and the underlying root causes of conflicts in Lebanon, as to
create a social structure change and empowering the institutions and the civil society in
Lebanon

Support to Participatory Development/ Local Governance, Poverty Reduction, and
Balanced Regional Development: Operationally, UNDP's intervention focuses on
participatory development and local governance strengthening for promoting balanced
regional development. Interventions currently focus on four major regions of the Country:
North Lebanon (Tripoli, Akkar and Minieh-Dinnieh), South Lebanon (Bint Jbeil, Marjeyoun,
Hasbaya, Tyre, Saida, Jezzine and Nabatieh), Bekaa (Baalback, Hermel, West Bekaa and
Rashaya) and Beirut Southern Suburbs. UNDP’s main counterpart in these development
initiatives is the Government of Lebanon represented by the Council for Development and
Reconstruction, local government structures, and CSOs.

UNDP ART GOLD Project promotes local participatory approaches to inclusive, equitable
and pro-poor development based on MDG targets. The project’s primary aim is the
reduction of poverty and regional disparities, and improving the socio-economic conditions
of the poorer strata. This is envisaged through international support to decentralized
cooperation, economic local development, local participatory planning and implementation
of strategic development projects as per assessed needs and available/mobilized resources.

Youth mobilization and development in Beirut and its suburbs, by rapidly implementing
socio-economic recovery activities targeting the youth, as well as enhancing the capacities
of institutions (local NGOs and CSOs) at the community level of Beirut and its suburbs, in
identifying, prioritizing and implementing socio-economic activities in an autonomous
manner.



Millennium Development Goals 2008 - Lebanon Report

The United Nations Agencies in Lebanon launched the second Millennium Development Goals
Report 2008 (MDGR) in cooperation with the Lebanese Government and
the Council for Development and Reconstruction (CDR). This report is the
result of the efforts of a national technical committee representing
different concerned ministries, government institutions and United
Nations Agencies. This report provides an overview on the progress made
in achieving the eight goals including extreme poverty and hunger

eradication, achieving Universal primary education, promoting gender
equality and empowering women, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health,
combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, achieving environmental sustainability and
creating a global partnership for development

28 October 2009: UNDP ART GOLD Lebanon inaugurates commercial and touristic kiosks in
Baalbeck

On October 28, 2009, the UNDP ART GOLD Programme (UNDP AGL), in collaboration with the
Council for Development and Reconstruction (CDR), hosted the
inauguration of the commercial and touristic Kiosks in Baalbeck City.
The inauguration took place in front of Baalbeck Citadel, in the
presence of H.E. Ambassador of Belgium in Lebanon Mr. Johan
Verkammen, and UNDP Deputy Resident Representative Mr. Nick
Hartmann. The Mayor of Baalbeck, Mr. Bassam Raad, also participated
in the proceedings alongside UNDP AGL team and residents of

Baalbeck.

15 April 2009: Field Visit to Southern Suburbs

The United Nations Development Programme Resident
Representative Ms. Marta Ruedas, accompanied by a
delegation from UNDP and UNDP ART GOLD Lebanon
conducted a field visit to the Beirut Southern Suburbs (BSS) on
Wednesday 15 April 2009. The visit aimed to observe the
UNDP’s projects implemented in the area.

4 February2009:L aunching Ceremony of “Poverty Growth ani
Lebanon” & “ Mapping dfi viilnmgarComav dritoynsann Lebano




The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the
Ministry of Social Affairs organized the launching ceremony of
two poverty reports: “Poverty Growth and income
Distribution in Lebanon” and “Mapping of Human Poverty and
Living Conditions in Lebanon 2004”. The ceremony took place
at the Holiday Inn Dune in Verdun on Wednesday 4 February

v . 2009 in the presence of H.E Dr. Mario Aoun, UNDP’s Resident
Representative Ms. Marta Ruedas and an important number of diplomatic, economic

communities, NGOs, public and private sector and UN Staff.

The Poverty, Growth, and Income Distribution in Lebanon” supported by the Central
Administration of Statistics, is considered the first to draw a profile of poverty in Lebanon based
on money-metric poverty measurements of household expenditures.

The second report titled “Mapping of Human Poverty and Living Conditions in Lebanon 2004” is
a large analysis of the living conditions and deprivation in the country and relies on the results of
a multi-purpose mapping.

28 January 2009: ART GOLD Lebanon inaugurates an audiovisual room in El Tebbeneh

intermediate school

On 28 January 2009, UNDP-ART GOLD Lebanon, represented
by the Chief Technical Advisor Mr. Francesco Bicciato,
inaugurated an audiovisual room in Al Tebbeneh intermediate
public school in Tripoli. The inauguration took place during a
field visit to north Lebanon by the ART GOLD — Lebanon team.

Through equipping the schools of Tebbeneh and Jabal Mohsen
with the audiovisual tools, the ART GOLD Programme aims to address the educational problems
and challenges in the area with the use of technology tools. By introducing audiovisual learning
tools and programs, the project also aims to diversify learning methods, enhance the
recreational activities in the schools, and strengthen the capacities of the students taking the
scientific and literary courses. Furthermore, the project will focus on empowering the teachers
and enhancing their teaching methods, and therefore achieve a development in the quality of
education.

10—13 November2008: The training workshop on “Objective

A four day workshop on Objective Reporting in Conflict Situations
brought together 24 Lebanese journalists and editors from 10-13
November, as part of the recovery and conflict prevention

activities being implemented by the UNDP Peace Building Project




across Lebanon.

The workshop aims to encourage Lebanese journalists to take more neutral, objective and
constructive approach to conflict, to build the capacities of civil society, enhance dialogue,
acceptance of the “other” and to promote reconciliation among local identity groups.

10 November 2008: Bakaa field visit to survey UNDP plans

From Ghazeh, Houch Harimeh, Tel Amara, Deir El Ahmar to
Barga and Baalbek, Ms. Marta Ruedas, UNDP Resident
Representative and UN resident coordinator, accompanied by
the Mr.Walid Atallah, UNDP head of Bekaa sub office and a
delegation of UNDP employees in the Bekaa, conducted a field
visit to the Bekaa on Tuesday 6th of November 2008.

In the framework of implementing the second phase of the early recovery process and the
livelihood re-recovery plan, the visit highlighted the projects implemented by UNDP in these
villages, and mainly funded by European Commission Humanitarian Aid Department (ECHO), the
Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA), Spanish Government and Monaco
Government.



