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The main objective of Good Governance is to develop institutions and processes that are more 

responsive to the needs of citizens, especially the poor. Good governance is a process that 

encourages a participatory and collaborative relationship between the state and national as well 

as local actors.  

 

¶ ¦b5t ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ [ŜōŀƴƻƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

effectiveness at all levels.  

 

¶ The importance of democratic governance in the developing world was highlighted at 

the Millennium Summit of 2000, where the world's leaders resolved to "spare no effort 

to promote democracy and strengthen the rule of law, as well as respect for all 

internationally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the right 

to development."  

 

Governance in Lebanon  

 

 Governance for human development and poverty eradication is the central focus, within which 

UNDP assistance is geared to building institutional capacities to formulate and operationalize 

policy, and likely involving social, political and economic dimensions including environment, 

gender and the crisis and post conflict areas  

 

 A special emphasis is being placed on international human rights principles and a stronger 

understanding of international human rights standards in national legislation. UNDP is 

supporting the Human Rights committee in the Lebanese parliament to develop a National 

Action Plan for Human Rights in Lebanon. 

 

 The overarching concentration of the Governance Programme in Lebanon is on public sector 

institution-building and capacity development through:  

 

1. Providing technical support for public institutions to develop, formulate and implement 

economic and financial reform policies and legislations. 

 

2. Enhancing the national debate and support national dialogue in areas related to governance, 

participation, empowerment and responsive governance and participation leading to the 

consensual formulation of broad-based national policies.  

 

Lebanon 



 

UNDP works on the following national goals 

 

Governance main goals in Lebanon are:  

 

¶ To facilitate the development and implementation of economic and financial reforms 

policies.  

¶ To develop and implement administrative reform and build the capacity of control 

agencies.  

¶ To implement institutional reforms to the administration of justice.  

¶ To strengthen and institutionalize civil society participation in national policy 

formulation.  

¶ To build up the legislative capacity of the Parliament and parliamentary administration 

staff. 

¶ To develop a national plan of action against corruption.  

¶ To organize national dialogue on national reconciliation issues.  

¶ To review, assess and implement Human Rights based approach to legislation.  

¶ To review legislation from a gender perspective and to conduct gender analysis of 

policies. 

¶ To help the Electoral Law Reform project through technical assistance and auditing. 

¶ To provide assistance to the Lebanese Working Group on Palestinian Refugees. 

 

Policy Support for Democratic Governance  

 

Public Administration Reform and economic governance  

 

 UNDP supports the Government of Lebanon, through a wide-range of programmes and 

projects, aiming to strengthen functional as well as structural capabilities of the public 

administration. UNDP support includes assistance towards the formulation and implementation 

of institutional, fiscal and economic reforms.  

 

 UNDP is proud to be associated with the Ministry of Finance in facilitating the implementation 

of COMAP in The Directorate of Land Registry and the Najm Project in the Custom's 

Administration  

 

 OMSAR, assisted by UNDP, pursues a programme to reinforce national reform efforts to: a) 

strengthen modern management capacities in key administrations, b) reduce the size and cost 

of the public administration, c) modernize legislations, and d) promote a citizen oriented 

administration, all within a well-defined framework and properly developed mechanisms.  

 



 Improving Access to Justice by Enhancing Transparency and Efficiency in the Administration of 

Justice, in order to achieve a more accountable, equitable, and effective and human rights based 

administration of justice. 

 

Electoral Law Reform 

 

The UNDP Technical assistance Project aims at facilitating the National Commission on Electoral 

[ŀǿΩǎ όb/9[ύ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŘǊŀŦǘ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ ƭŀǿ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ and 

electoral expertise. Phase I assisted the National Commission in discharging its mandate from 

Oct 2005 until May 2006. Phase II of the project started in June 2006 and envisages providing 

support to the electoral reform process in Lebanon, particularly during the debate of the 

electoral law by the Council of Ministers and Parliament and during implementation of the 

provisions of the electoral law once adopted. 

 

Support of the structures of the Lebanese Parliament 

 

This project aims at sustaining the efforts of the Lebanese Parliament in setting up the 

structures, mechanisms and human resources, in order to increase its efficiency in terms of 

legislation, control and representation. The reformed structures will promote a more favorable 

environment in good governance as well as facilitate Arab and international parliamentary 

cooperation beneficial to all parties concerned. 

 

NHDR: State & Citizenship  

 

To respond to the significant challenges Lebanon is facing, the theme of the current NHDR is 

Reconsidering the Role of the State and Citizenship. At stake is insuring a just transformation in 

structures of power and resource allocation within a sustainable democratic system. Through its 

participatory approach the report aims to forge partnerships for development between 

different groups of stakeholders including decision makers, policy experts, and members of civil 

society organizations, the private sector and the public at large.  

 

06 October 2009: The Global Human Development Report 2009  "Overcoming Barriers: Human 

mobility and development" 

 

The United Nations Development Programme launched the Human 

Development Report 2009 - titled "Overcoming Barriers: Human mobility 

and development" on Tuesday 6th of October 2009 at the American 

University of Beirut, hosted by the Issam Fares Institute for Public 

Policies and International Affairs. This year's Human Development report 

looks at the theme of Migration and human mobility both within and 

beyond borders. The report presents the Human Development Index (HDI) where Lebanon was 

ranked 83 out of 182 countries. 

 



21 July 2009: Launch of the Arab Human Development Report 2009 "Challenges to Human 

Security in the Arab Countries" 

 

ά/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀō /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ 

Arab Human Development Report (AHDR) launched on Tuesday 21st July 

нллф ƛƴ .ŜƛǊǳǘΩǎ DǊŀƴŘ {ŜǊŀƛƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 

of H.E. Prime Minister Fouad Siniora.  

This report analyzes many issues related to occupation and military interventions, authority of 

the State and its security measures, volatile economy, damage of the environment, impact of 

climate changes, and insecurity of vulnerable groups, poverty, hunger and providing health care. 

 

30 June 2009: Launch of the National Human Development Report for Lebanon (NHDR) 
ά¢ƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜέ 
 

Few weeks after the Lebanese parliamentarian elections, the 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Council 

of Development and Reconstruction (CDR) launched the National 

Human Development Report for Lebanon (NHDR) entitled 

ά¢ƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ 

place on Tuesday 30 June 2009 at the Phoenicia Hotel, brought 

together an important number of ministers and parliamentarians 

including H.E Ibrahim Shamseddine, representing the President 

of the Republic General Michel Sleiman under whose auspices the ceremony was held. 

Members of diplomatic community, civil society organizations and experts were also present at 

the ceremony.  

 
15th of September 2009: The parliament opens its door on the International Day of 
Democracy 
The United Nations International Day of Democracy was the 

opportunity for more than 150 Lebanese students to visit the 

Lebanese parliament. On this occasion, students from different 

universities, backgrounds and affiliation were part of a guided 

ǘƻǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ άƻǇŜƴ ŘƻƻǊέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

took place on Tuesday 15th of September 2009 from 10 am till 

4 pm, was organized by the Lebanese parliament in 

collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) project in the 

parliament. Students were briefed on the role, the work of the Lebanese parliament, its 

functions and committees. 

 

 

 



7 September 2009 Training Session on "Public Safety related to Ski and Beach Resorts  
 

¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ έTransfer of Knowledge 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜȄǇŀǘǊƛŀǘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭǎέ ό¢hY¢9bύ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ 

United Nations Development Programme, in 

cooperation with the Ministry of Tourism, organized a 

ceremony to distribute the certificates of the training 

άtǳōƭƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ {ƪƛ ŀƴŘ .ŜŀŎƘ wŜǎƻǊǘǎέΦ ¢he 

ceremony took place on Monday September 7th, 2009 at the premises of the Ministry of 

Tourism in Sanayeh ς Hamra. 

 

 

9 April 2009Υ ά/ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ¦Ǌōŀƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎέ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), in 

cooperation with the Ministry of Public Works and Transport, 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƻƴ ф !ǇǊƛƭ нллф ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά/ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ¦Ǌōŀƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 

ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ¦b5tΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ¦Ǌōŀƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎέΦ  

 

 

27 March 2009: Ambulances and Emergency equipments to the civil Defence 

 

Ten fully equipped ambulances and emergency equipments were 

granted by the French Government to the Lebanese civil defence 

centers, in collaboration with the civil defence and the United 

Nations Development Programme.  

The ceremony took place on Friday the 27th of March at the civil 

defence center in Tehwita ς Beirut, under the patronage and in the 

presence of H.E. Me Ziad Baroud, Minister of Interior and Municipalities.  

 

25 March 2009: ά¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƴǘƛ-/ƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέ 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the 

Lebanese Transparency Association (LTA) organized a national 

ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƴǘƛ-Corruption 

{ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƎŜ ƻŦ Iƛǎ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎȅ ǘƘŜ 

president of the republic of Lebanon General Michel Sleiman 

represented by H.E Me Ziad Baroud. During the session, the 

panellists ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 

the roles of the media and the civil society in fighting 

corruption. 

 

 



27 March 2009Υ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ [ŜōŀƴƻƴΩǎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

and the committee of the public work and transport 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ άthe challenges of the 

Sustainable Development in [ŜōŀƴƻƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

took place on Friday 27 March 2009 in the house of 

assembly, under the patronage of H.E Mr. Nabih Berri, 

represented by H.E Mr. Mohamed Kabbani, the 

chairman of the public work and transport committee.  

During this workshop, the initiative of a national partnership towards a sustainable Lebanon was 

launched in order to specify the challenges of the sustainable development based on the 

Millennium development goals and the Johannesburg plan of action. 

 

10 March 2009: Towards Reforming Nationality Law in Lebanon 

 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and 

the National Committee for the Follow Up on Women Issues 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ wŜŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Nationality Law iƴ [Ŝōŀƴƻƴέ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ млǘƘ нллф ŀǘ 

the Movenpick Hotel under the patronage and in the 

presence of H.E. Minister of Interior and Municipalities Me. 

Ziad Baroud and Ms. Marta Ruedas, UNDP Resident Representative.  

The Lebanese Women Rights and The Natiƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ [ŀǿΣ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ нллу ōȅ ǘƘŜ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

committee for the Follow-ǳǇ ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ¦b5tΣ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

between women and men in the Lebanese law.  

One of its main activities is the establishment of a Project board to develop a project strategy. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻŀǊŘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ bDhǎ ŀƴŘ 

concerned trade unions.  

 

24 February 2009: 101 Stories from Lebanon Northern Border to its Southern tip 

 

 The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and 

the Council for Development and Reconstruction (CDR), 

with the collaboration of Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES) 

ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άмлм {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ¢Ŝƭƭ - Citizenship Initiatives in 

tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛŦŜέ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ нп CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нллф ŀǘ ά[Ŝ 

BǊƛǎǘƻƭέ ƘƻǘŜƭ ςVerdun. 

This book is a part of the activities for the National Human 

Development Report (NHDR) 2008-2009 whose theme is 

ά¢ƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ млм ŎƛǾƛŎΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ 

economic and political initiatives. 

 



 

5 December 2008Υ {ƛƎƴƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƻƴ ά9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ [Ŝōŀƴƻƴέ 

 

With the presence of H.E Minister of Interior Me. Ziad 

Baroud and the United Nations Development Programme 

Resident Representative Ms. Marta Ruedas, UNDP signed 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ά9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ [ŜōŀƴƻƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ 

ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ рǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нллу ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

offices in Sanayeh, Beirut.  

This project aims to support the electoral process and enhance the culture of democracy in 

Lebanon. With a two years timeframe, the project will cover the 2009 Parliamentary elections 

and 2010 Municipal elections.  

 

29-30 November 2008: Regional Conference on "Good Judiciary and Criminal Justice"  

 

      
The regional conference on "Good Judiciary and Criminal Justice" took place on 29-30 November 

2008 in Habtoor Hotel Sin El Fil under the auspices of Minister of Justice H.E Prof. Ibrahim Najjar 

and The United Nations Development Programme - Programme on Governance in the Arab 

Region (UNDP-POGAR), in cooperation with UNDP in Lebanon. 

This two-day conference aimed at supporting reform and development in the Arab region, with 

a focus on promoting good governance practices, building knowledge and developing the 

capacity of governments and non- governmental actors in this area.  

It also served as a platform for modernizing the judiciary and justice systems in the Arab 

countries.  

 

29 October 2008: ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άwŜǎǇonse to 

IL±κ!L5{έ 

 

Under the patronage of H.E Minister of Public Health Dr. 

Mohamed Jawad Khalifeh and with the presence of UNDP 

Country Director Mr. Seifeddine Abbaro representing UNDP 

Resident Representative Ms. Marta Ruedas, the National Aids 

Control Program and the United Nations Development 

Program, in cooperation with the HIV/AIDS Regional Program 

in the Arab States, organized from 27 through 29 October a 

training workshop for national religious leaders on HIV/AIDS, at the Safir Heliopolitan Hotel.  



The national training workshop aimed at involving religious leaders in the national HIV/AIDS 

response through raising their awareness and sensitizing them with regard to various aspects of 

the epidemic, including stigma and discrimination. In addition, the workshop aimed at building 

on the momentum gained in the Regional Religious Leaders Colloquium and familiarizing 

participants with the Cairo Declaration of Religious Leaders in the Arab Region in Response to 

HIV/AIDS. 

 

22 September 2008: National CampaƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΥ άLŦ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴέ 

 

With the Presence of H.E. Minister of Environment Dr. Antoine 

Karam and the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) Resident Representative H.E Ms. Marta Ruedas, UNDP 

and the Ministry of Environment organized a press conference 

to launch the National Campaign for Environmental Protection. 

 

The launch that took place on the 22nd of September 2008 at Phoenicia hotel, included a signing 

ceremony of an agreement between UNDP and the Ministry entitled άǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƭŜŀƴ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ, and was attended by current and former Ministers, members of the Lebanese 

Parliament, representatives of donor countries, representatives of International organizations, 

CSO representative and Ms. Lebanon Ms. Rosarita Tawil.  

 

22 August 2008: Empowerment Civil Society Institutions to be Actors of Change 

 

Based on its goal to empower functioning bodies of the 

Lebanese civil society to make vital decisions and strengthen 

their capacity to address and handle the needs of the 

Lebanese community, the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) - Peace Building Project held a training of 

ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊǎΩ workshops for local NGOs working in peace and 

conflict related issues.  

 

Implemented by Pro Dev - an international project management and human resources 

development consultancy company- Senior Expert Mr. Oussama Safa, the workshops were 

divided into three sessions: the first session from 5-7 August, the second session from 12-13 

August and the third session from 19-21 August.  

 

The workshops aimed at building the capacities of 25 selected local NGOs to become adept at 

promoting democracy, tolerance, civic responsibility, citizenship and respect for human rights, 

and thus create an environment more conducive to lasting peace.  

 

 

 

 



11 June 2008Υ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ά9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ [ŀǿ ¢ŀƛƭƻǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴέ 

 

 Under the High Patronage of His Excellency the President of the 

Republic of Lebanon General Michel Sleiman, the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) represented by the Resident 

Representative Ms. Marta Ruedas, and the National Commission 

on Electoral Law (NCEL) represented by Me. Ziad Baroud, in 

cooperation with the Civil Campaign for Electoral Reform (CCER), 

organized on the 11th of June 2008, a National Conference on 

ά9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ [ŀǿ ¢ŀƛƭƻǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴέΦ  

 

The conference that took place n the 11th of June 2008 at Phoenicia hotel, was attended H.E. 

Minister of Justice Mr. Charles Rizk representing H.E. President of the Republic General Michel 

Sleiman, and H.E. Ghassan Moukheiber representing Speaker of Parliament H.E. Mr. Nabih Berri, 

While H.E. Dr. Khaled Kabbani represented the Prime Minister H.E. Mr. Fouad Seniora.  


